Salem Witch Trials Video Worksheet

Salem Witch Trials – What happened? Who caused it? Why did it happen?

Purpose: The purpose of this research is to understand the historical context referenced in the drama The Crucible by Arthur Miller. The witch trials relate closely to the political environment in which Miller lived and in which influenced his work.

Directions: Access the video by going to www.mrserdman.com. Navigate through by going to English, Grade 11 Literature, then The Crucible. You will only watch the beginning of the video in order to gather information about the Salem Witch Trials.

1. What was the year of the Witch Hunts in the United States? 


2. List two things that witches were accused of doing.

3. What other countries besides the U.S. conducted witch hunts?

4. What book said witches should not live? 




5. Pope 




 instituted 





 to expose heresy (opinions contrary to the church).

6. In 1484, Pope 




 declared 



 as heresy; the punishment was 



.

7. Who often conducted witch hunts? 









8. What was the underlying reason to conduct witch hunts and what was done? 
















9. What evidence needed to be gained to prove someone a witch? 

10. According to the government, witchcraft was considered 




 and a   




 offense.

11. In 1629 who settled in Massachusetts Bay? 








12. What was their purpose? 










13. What is a theocracy? 











14. The conflict in the New England communities was created because of the 



 of the people.

15. The first witch trial in the U.S.

a. Was in what city? 







b. Who was on trial? 







c. What was the year? 







d. What was the verdict and sentence? 





16. How many people live in Salem Village? 



17. Why did the people fear the woods? 









18. What anxieties were the people in Salem Village dealing with?

