Honors English 11

Independent Novel Project - Multicultural American Writers

Purpose: The purpose of this project is multifaceted. In order to effectively analyze literature, students must read novels by unique, culturally diverse writers. Through reading and writing, students will be able to show how   authors' background and culture shaped them and their writing. In addition, students will also be able to analyze and explain how literature reflects and shapes society.

Directions: Students will choose from the authors below to research. Through their research, students will choose 2-3 novels in which to research. By looking at the synopsis and topics of these novels, students will ultimately choose 1 novel in which to read and analyze. Students will need to secure the novel on their own, either through the FHS library, at the public library, or by purchasing it either in book or ebook form.

Author List

African American

James Baldwin

Ernest J. Gaines (novel cannot be A Lesson Before Dying)

Zora Neale Hurston

Claude McKay

Toni Morrison

Gloria Naylor

Harriet Beecher Stowe

Alice Walker

Asian American

Lan Cao

Jamie Ford

Gish Jen

Maxine Hong Kingston

Amy Tan

Jewish

Bernard Malamud

Latin American

Julia Alvarez
Sandra Cisneros

Gabriel Garcia Marquez

Native American

Sherman Alexie

Louise Erdrich

N. Scott Nomaday

Women

Louisa May Alcott

Willa Cather

Kate Chopin

Kim Edwards

Barbara Kingsolver

Carson McCullers

Joyce Carol Oates
Flannery O’Connor

*Note* Students cannot choose a novel which was used for 9th or 10th grade English courses. Novel must be new to the student. However, student may have prior knowledge of an author.
Writer’s Notebook
Students will use their writer’s notebooks to create numerous entries relevant to research, the novel’s plot, the background and culture of the author, textual evidence from the novel, and the connection between literature and society.
Formal Writing Assignments

· 3 Independent Journal Reponses – Due dates to be announced.
· Research-based informational and literary analysis paper – writing will continue throughout the unit. Due dates to be announced.
Oral Presentation – information and due dates to follow

