Model Research Paper

In December of 1992, the first text message was sent and received. (Text Messaging Celebrates 15th Birthday) Since then, this process has been improved from the basic numbers and letters on a phone, to phones such as Blackberry’s and Smartphones with a full qwerty keyboard. Having this evolution in cellular phones allows people to send an SMS message faster and more effectively. Studies from the Harvard Center of Risk Analysis say that using a cell phone while driving has caused 636,000 crashes, 230,000 injuries and 2,600 deaths each year. (Davis) It would be more beneficial to the United States if laws in every state were more strict about texting and driving because texting is an enormous distraction, which causes accidents; Therefore ending in a great deal of financial costs for not only the person texting, but also everyone involved.

Distractions are liable to happen at any place and time, then again when someone causes his or her own distraction, the fault is only of his or herself. Using a cell phone while driving is extremely dangerous and the laws for cell phone use should be more defined, in other words off of the roads. When a cell phone is being used, the eyes of the driver are on the message that they are sending and not on the road. While using a cellular device, the person’s reaction time is decreased by just as much as a person with the blood alcohol level of .08%. (Statistics and Facts About Distracted Driving) Also, by looking down at the phone, they person’s eyes are not on the road and they could miss something as in a slight turn in the road or an important sign. Another reason why using a cell phone while driving is dangerous is because the driver is more focused on the text message instead of his or her driving. Texting and driving is proved to reduce brain activity by about 37%. (Statistics and Facts About Distracted Driving) From this fact, we can concur that cell phones are distractions. Therefore, stricter laws will decrease the amount of distractions caused by cell phones.

In addition, distractions from cell phone use should be banned while driving is because they cause accidents and injuries. For example, in May of 2009, one man was texting his girlfriend and accidentally hit a trolley, injuring sixty-two people. (James) Not every car accident happens the same way. For some accidents, the car is to blame. For most, it is the person. And for more than an adequate amount, the reason is because of texting. After having cameras placed in several cars, the Virginia Tech Transportation Institute concluded that drivers who texted behind the wheel confronted an accident or a close encounter to one. (Cruz) In the majority of accidents, injuries occur. These injuries can range anywhere from bumps and bruises to being paralyzed.  In June of 2003, Angela Brenna got in a car accident in result to her reaching for her cell phone. Not only was she a sophomore in college, but she was also a sophomore in college who due to her accident is now paralyzed for the rest of her life.  (Steinke) In addition, because of distractions such as texting, there were a half-million people injured in 2008. (Car Accident and Cell Phone Statistics) Another outcome because of texting and driving is death. Also in 2008, 5,870 people were killed because they were driving while being distracted. (Statistics and Facts About Distracted Driving) Not only does death by cause of texting end a person’s life, but also their family also has to go through the after effect of funerals and grief of a lost loved one.  This concludes that enforcing texting and driving laws would prevent accidents and be valuable to the individuals of the United States.

Furthermore, texting should not be allowed on the road because it will after the accident lead to great financial costs. Finances always make people uneasy. Especially when it comes to whether or not the insurance will or will not pay for your car accident; this is why texting and driving are linked to your wallet. The number one factor when you get in any kind of accident is whether or not you have insurance. If you do, most if not all companies will pay for the accident. However, some insurance companies will check the driver’s cell phone history to see if he or she used his or her cell phone prior to and during the accident. If the person did, there is a good chance that the insurance company will not pay for the accident. (Howie) However, if the driver does not have insurance and gets in an accident, he or she has to pay for the accident without the help of insurance. Additionally, this leads to how much an accident will cost all because of a single text message. Some states such as Washington and Oregon have fines for DWT, Driving While Texting. In Washington, if a person receives a DWT, they will be fined for $101, but in Oregon they will be fined for $720. (Howie) That fine only adds on to the medical and vehicular costs of the injuries and damage. Depending on the medical condition of the person injured, they could need to make payments and doctor visits for the rest of his or her life, which can be tedious and expensive. The car, depending on the severity of the accident, might also be totaled. This means that the expense for fixing the car is greater than the cost of the car before the accident. Whether it is totaled or not, the fact of the matter is that the unfortunate driver would have to either pay to restore his or her car, or purchase a new one. Therefore explaining how texting while driving can easily lead up to being a colossal financial burden.


All in all, when people get distracted by texting, it causes accidents which results in financial costs which are why people would be better off if the laws were stricter about driving and texting. In twenty-three states there is a ban of text messaging for all drivers. In fifteen, there are primary enforcements. And in four there are secondary enforcements. (State Cell Phone Use and Texting Laws) This relays that the government is trying to do something to stop texting on roads. However, it is not enough. Some people still use cell phones while driving even though they know it is dangerous. If the consequences were tougher, people would not injure themselves or others by cause of a car accident. It is not astounding that injury and death tolls have increased since 1992 when that first text message was sent. Nonetheless, it is astonishing that no one has done anything about simultaneous texting and driving even though everyone knows what it can result in.
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