Before Reading The Crucible Activity
McCarthyism – What is it? What does it have to do with The Crucible?

Purpose: The purpose of this research is to understand the historical context of the United States during the time when Arthur Miller wrote The Crucible. The political environment of the time had a profound effect on the writer and his purpose, themes, and tone of the drama.

Directions: Using the links on (http://www.mrserdman.com/the-crucible.html), students will gather information about McCarthyism.

1. What is McCarthyism? 





































2. What years involved McCarthyism? 




3. What is this time also known as? 









4. Who was President of the United States at the time? 







5. Who was Joseph McCarthy? 




































6. What does HUAC stand for? 










7. What does HUAC have to do with McCarthyism? 

































8. Why is McCarthyism a negative term? 



































9. Who were the primary targets during the McCarthy era?

10. What happened to people who were “found guilty” or disloyalty or treason?

11. How can you connect McCarthyism to the Salem Witch Trials? 













































