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As you read your Independent Novel selection, you are required to complete the following questions for each third of the novel. 

Rough Journal Entries: You are expected to write your rough journal entries in your Writer’s Notebook.
Rough Journal Due Dates: 
Journal 1 



Journal 2 



Journal 3




Formal and Completed Journals: MUST be typed according to MLA standards-12 pt. font, Times New Roman, single-spaced, 1-inch margins.   

Formal Journal (containing ALL 3 typed entries) Due: 





Heading
Name
Date
Novel, Author
Journal Entry #
Page #s; Chapters

1. Section Summary:  Provide a reasonably detailed two-paragraph summary for the section.  
a. The first paragraph should focus on the major plot details of the section. 
b. The other paragraph demonstrates the emergence of the author’s unique writing; how his/her background and culture shaped his/her writing.
2. Textual Evidence:  Provide at least two pieces of textual evidence/quotes from the novel to demonstrate the author’s background, a specific culture, or how this particular quote reflects society. Writing should also explain the quote and how it relates to the questions. 

3. Theme Trace:  Identify a major theme that emerges in each section. Remember, themes are the author’s comment on humanity as a whole.  Ask yourself what the author is trying to say about human nature or society.   A theme is a complete statement that is designed to be arguable. This should also contain at least two pieces of textual evidence/quotes to support the theme.
EXAMPLE OF FORMAL AND COMPLETED JOURNAL ENTRY

Karla Erdman 
2/14/13
Night, Eli Weisel 

Journal Entry 1

Pgs 1-65, Chpters 1-5
1. Section Summary
a. Plot: The 12-year-old protagonist, Eliezer Wiesel, who is also the narrator, lives in the Transylvanian town of Sighet. He is the only son, but not the only child, of a strict practicing Orthodox Jewish family. His parents are shopkeepers, and he has three sisters, two older and one younger. In 1944 the Nazis begin a takeover of Hungary and move into Sighet. The people lose their dignity and individuality by having all of their possessions taken away; the Germans also force the Jews to wear yellow stars. The people of Sighet are then deported to smaller villages, called ghettos before ultimately being transported via cattle cars to Auschwitz, a concentration camp.

b. Unique/Cultural Writing: Wiesel, the author and narrator of Night, demonstrates how his background shaped him as a writer. His loss of humanity during the Holocaust provided him with the background for writing such a descriptive tale of inhumane treatment and working conditions. Furthermore, his personal experience and the use of first person pronouns in his writing brings his tumultuous experience to life for many people.
2. Textual Evidence
a. Quote1: Page 62: “Behind me, I heard the same man asking: ‘Where is God now?’ And I heard a voice within me answer him: ‘Where is He? Here He is—He is hanging here on this gallows....’”

This quote demonstrates how Wiesel’s writing reflects society. At the time, Nazis were treating the Jewish people with unspeakable hatred, which in essence created a void for the Jews. During a time of extreme adversity some people will turn to faith, as did the Jews in the concentration camp. However, the horrid treatment and lack of relief diminished their faith, as the quote demonstrates.

b. Quote 2: Page #: Insert Quote: Explain quote and its relationship to author’s background, a specific culture, or a reflection of society.

3. Theme Trace
a. In this section, the theme of “power is gained through dehumanization” is emerging.  Through the dehumanization of the Jewish people—taking their possessions, stripping them naked, and making them wear a yellow star—the Nazis are able to gain power over the people.
b. Quote 1: Page #: Insert Quote: Explain how relates to the theme.
c. Quote 2: Page #: Insert Quote: Explain how relates to the theme.

*Note: This is only a sample and items contained the sample may/may not be accurate.

