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Literary Analysis Assignment

Independent Novel Theme Analysis Essay

Due Dates:

Outline/Visual
_____________________



Draft #1
_____________________




Final

_____________________

Essay Length:

1,000 words (approximately 3 pages)

Format:

Typed using MLA guidelines

Assignment Goal and Purpose:

For this assignment, you will writer a literary analysis essay that explores the presentation and understanding of a theme present in your independent novel. 

In studying the theme of the novel, try to determine the writer’s ultimate message. This should be more than a topic, like prejudice. What exactly is the writer trying to say about prejudice? 
Assignment Expectations

A successful paper will:

· have a clear, insightful thesis that offers a deep understanding of the text.

· defend its thesis with plenty of plausible evidence drawn directly from the text.

· have an organizational pattern that is logical and effective.

· display an engaging and appropriate style for the intended audience.
· contain sentences that are well-constructed with varied structures.

· be free of errors in spelling, punctuation, and usage.

Other important items
· Only write in third person for a literary analysis essay.

· Do not isolate text references.

· Avoid starting a text reference with “The following quote  . . .”. 

· Likewise, do not follow-up a text reference with “This quote shows . . .”

· Use a comma after an introductory phrase or clause.

· Use a comma when joining two independent clauses with a conjunction.

· Use literary present tense.

· Every topic sentence must tie back to the thesis statement.

· Every body paragraph must contain a concluding sentence that ties back to the topic sentence.

· Titles of longer works (novels and plays) are italicized.

· The document should contain a title that previews the topic of the essay. Do not underline, bold, or put the title in quotations. If the title of the work is used in the essay title, italicize it.
