
Research Guide 1

Now “I couldn’t find anything” is not an excuse: 
A Guide to Locating Sources

Finding Articles

The most reliable articles are found through databases that libraries subscribe to, such as those in POWER Library.

· To access POWER Library from school:

· Go to the library catalog at http://www.youseemore.com/BethlehemASD
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Click on the POWER Library logo.
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· To access POWER Library from home (requires a Bethlehem Public Library card):

· Go to the Public Library website: http://www.bapl.org
· Click on “Reference” on the top menu bar.

· Click on the POWER Library logo halfway down on the right of the page.

· Enter the ID number on the back of your library card into the box labeled “Borrower ID.”  You may have to set up an online account with a PIN.

· Select “POWER Library resources” from the menu on the left.

· Proquest Magazines and Newspapers (another research database) may be helpful as well.




· [image: image7.wmf]POWER Library will bring up a list of databases for various subjects.  Click on InfoTrac Newsstand to search multiple newspapers at once.
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Other options, such as OmniFile Select and Reader’s Guide Select will be similar to this.



· Type in your search terms.  Click the “limit results to documents with full text” box to get articles you can print out right from your computer.  
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· Scan your results and decide if they are what you are looking for.

· If there are no results or too few results, expand your search terms.

· If there are too many results, limit your search terms or the types of articles you will get.

· If the results don’t apply to your topic, either make your search terms more specific or use the “Narrow Results by Subject” bar on the left to narrow your search.

· Click on the title of the article to open it.















Notice the Source Citation 








at the bottom of the article!








(i.e. what you will use for








your Works Cited page!)

Other useful sources for periodicals:

· Google Scholar
Go to Google and click on the “more” button to get the menu.  Click on “Scholar.”








A new search box will open.  Type in your search terms using words like AND, OR, and NOT to limit results.
The results page will open.  Click on titles of articles to view them.  Be aware that not all the articles listed will have the full text.  DO NOT USE A CITATION OR A SUMMARY AS YOUR SOURCE!  If there’s a PDF link on the side of the page, click on that to access and print the full text.
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Finding Books

· Check the online catalogs of libraries first.  You can find out where the books you need are before going to a library to discover they don’t have what you need.

· Library catalog websites:

· Freedom High School: 
http://www.youseemore.com/BethlehemASD/

Click on “Search” and be sure to select “Freedom” from the 
school list.
· Bethlehem Area Public Library (Book check out only with a card)

http://www.bapl.org/

Click on “Library Catalog” and “Search” to get started.
· Northampton Community College (NCC) (Book check out only with a card)

http://www.northampton.edu/office/library/default.htm

Click on “Library Catalog—SpartaCat” to get started.
· Moravian College Reeves Library (No book checkout)

http://home.moravian.edu/public/reeves/

Click on “Reeves Library Catalog” to get started.

· Remember the tips on keyword searches we discussed in class!

· Boolean operators

· AND gets you fewer, more specific results

· OR gets you more, broader results

· NOT eliminates irrelevant but closely related results


· Use the titles, dates, and book information to decide if a book is useful.
(book should be from 1990-present for current abuses; older for historical abuses)












· Copy down the title, author, and call number of the book so you can find it.
HINT: To save time when creating your works cited, also copy down the publisher, city of publication, and year if given.
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· Locate the book in the library based on the call number.


· Once you find the book, scan the book cover, table of contents, and perhaps the inside.  Keep it if it looks useful.


· Look at the books on the shelf surrounding the book you’ve selected; these will be books on related subjects and might be useful for you even if they didn’t pop up on your search.

eBooks
· In PowerLibrary, you can click on netLibrary to access an eBook collection.  Make sure the search is set to “Full-Text” before you enter your keywords.


· You can view and print from the results that you see. 

