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Unit 1

1. acquisitive (adj). In an acquisitive society, there is a great deal of emphasis on buying and selling.

a. concerned for the welfare of others

b. concerned with acquiring wealth or property

c. original ideas

2. arrogate (v) The ambitious noblemen will put the young king under house arrest and arrogate royal privileges to themselves.

a. to take without right

b. to work on excessively

c. to make inflexible

3. banal (adj) The new play’s banal dialogue made it seem more like a soap opera than a serious drama.

a. fresh original ideas

b. making a logical whole

c. lacking in originality

4. belabor (v) His tendency to belabor the small points often made him miss the big picture.

a. to work on excessively

b. to imitate

c. to avoid

5. carping (adj) The trainee resigned after a week rather than put up with the carping complaints of the sales manager.

a. lacking in originality

b. petty and nagging

c. approving and praising

6. coherent (adj) The physics teacher gave a surprisingly coherent description of quantum mechanics.

a. comprehensible and meaningful

b. incomprehensible and unmeaning

c. confusing and bewildering

7. congeal (v) If you do not wash your dishes right away, the food on them will congeal.

a. to liquefy

b. to ice

c. to thicken or harden

8. emulate (v) Most beginning writers try to emulate a great writer and later develop their own individual styles.

a. to imitate

b. to criticize

c. to ignore

9. encomium (n) On Veterans Day, the President delivered a heartfelt encomium to those who died for their country.

a. an expression of praise

b. an expression of criticism

c. an expression of anger

10. eschew (v) The young athletes promised the coach that they would train vigorously and eschew bad habits.

a. to adopt

b. to avoid

c. to imitate

Synonyms: Choose the word from this unit that is the same or most nearly the same in meaning as the boldface word or expression in the given phrase. Write the word on the line provided.

1. Harp on the same point again and again 






2. The grasping real estate developer 







3. Tries to copy her social graces 







4. The nit-picking comments of a perfectionist 





5. Received a well-deserved commendation 






6. Blood that does not coagulate 








7. Tried to usurp control of the finances 






Antonyms: Choose the word from this unit that is most nearly the opposite in meaning as the boldface word or expression in the given phrase. Write the word on the line provided.

1. The novel lyrics to that song 








2. A disjointed essay on foreign policy 







3. Adopted the use of technology 







Completing the Sentence: From the words for this unit, choose the one that best completes each of the following sentences. Write the word in the space provided.

1. Some of the episodes in the series were wonderfully fresh and original; other were just plain 





.

2. “There is no need for you to 




 the point,” I replied, “when I already understand clearly what your criticism is.”

3. There is nothing wrong with 




 the great singers of the past as long as you eventually develop a style that is all your own.

4. When the temperature outside dropped suddenly, the water in the ditch 



 into a mass of icy sludge.

5. Your essay would be a great deal tighter and more 




 if you removed all the extraneous information it now contains.

6. Despite the 



 and nit-picking of a few petty minds, I feel we have substantially improved our local school system of late.

7. Never having any money in one’s pockets can be a real trial for someone born with the 



 instincts of a pack rat.

8. Students who seek high grades must learn to 



 the joys of the one-eyed monster, the TV set.

9. By whose authority did you 




 to yourself the right to decide how the club’s money would be spent?

10. Even the most severe critics showered 



 on the young writer for the remarkable narrative power of her first novel.

On Your Own: From the word list, choose 8 of the 10 words. Write a one-page creative piece that incorporates the 8 words you have chosen. Be sure to include context clues that assist the reader to understand the vocabulary used.

Criteria: 
On a separate paper



Name, date, assignment as the heading

One-page creative piece



Use 8 of 10 vocabulary words


Words must be BOLDED or underlined


Use appropriate context clues for each vocabulary word



Use standard English grammar and usage


Must be typed and can be double, 1 ½, or single spaced depending upon length of writing

Unit 2

1. germane (adj). Bringing up examples from the past is not germane to the present discussion.
a. relevant
b. inappropriate
c. invalidate
2. insatiable (adj) People with an insatiable appetite for gossip often do not have compelling stories of their own.
a. capable of being maintained
b. tending to cause bitterness
c. so great as not to be satisfied
3. intransigent (adj) Little will get accomplished if the legislators of both parties maintain their intransigent attitudes.
a. making a logical whole
b. refusing to compromise
c. able to retain ideas
4. invidious (adj) Teacher should avoid making invidious comparisons between their students because teachers should try to remain objective.
a. inclined to talk very little
b. refusing to yield
c. tending to cause bitterness
5. largesse (n) The university was the fortunate beneficiary of the largesse of many of its graduates; thus, it was able to provide many scholarships.
a. bountiful contributions
b. a survey
c. formal expression of praise
6. reconnaissance (n) The field officer required a thorough reconnaissance before ordering any troop movement toward the suspected deserted town.
a. swiftness of motion
b. preliminary inspection
c. comment of strong disapproval
7. substantiate (v) The prospector was unable to substantiate his claim to the land where the gold was found because he had no documentation or corroboration from anyone.
a. to prove
b. to give
c. to thicken
8. taciturn (adj) Abraham Lincoln had the reputation of having a dour and taciturn personality because he frowned a lot and said next to nothing.
a. constantly imitating
b. always critical
c. habitually silent
9. temporize (v) For most of Shakespeare’s greatest tragedy, the protagonist Hamlet chooses to temporize rather than act on his ideas.
a. act harshly
b. procrastinate
c. act quickly
10. tenable (adj) The researchers put forth a tenable theory, but their conclusions would be reviewed carefully by others.
a. capable of being justified
b. not able to be defended
c. articles that are plagiarized
Synonyms: Choose the word from this unit that is the same or most nearly the same in meaning as the boldface word or expression in the given phrase. Write the word on the line provided.

1. The voracious hunger 








2. Led the scouting expedition into the jungle 






3. Was thanked for her munificence 







4. Could not verify the alibi 








5. Was pertinent to the investigation 







6. Obdurate on certain points 








7. A justifiable reason for disagreeing 







Antonyms: Choose the word from this unit that is most nearly the opposite in meaning as the boldface word or expression in the given phrase. Write the word on the line provided.

1. Made a very complimentary remark 






2. Questioned the garrulous witness 







Completing the Sentence: From the words for this unit, choose the one that best completes each of the following sentences. Write the word in the space provided.

1. The novel contains an interesting study of a miser’s 




 lust for gold and its evil affects on those around him.
2. I don’t object to the inclusion of anecdotes in a serious lecture, but they should at the very least be 



 to the subject.
3. I would rather work at the most menial, ill-paying job than be the recipient of the government’s
 



.
4. The purpose of military 



 remains the same whether cavalry or helicopters are used: to learn as much as possible about the enemy.
5. I doubt very much that he can 



 his assertion that we won two gold medals in the 1956 Olympics.
6. In any crisis, the longer a person 



, the greater the danger is likely to become.
7. In my humble opinion, there is absolutely no justification for making such 



 distinctions between the two types of products.
8. As a result of recent research, earlier theories about the origin of the universe are no longer 
 



.
9. In spite of his size, he was so 



 that we tended to forget that he was even in the room.
10. How can we “meet them halfway” when they are so 



 in their opposition to what we propose to do?
On Your Own: From the word list, choose 8 of the 10 words. Write a one-page creative piece that incorporates the 8 words you have chosen. Be sure to include context clues that assist the reader to understand the vocabulary used.

Criteria: 
On a separate paper



Name, date, assignment as the heading

One-page creative piece



Use 8 of 10 vocabulary words


Words must be BOLDED or underlined


Use appropriate context clues for each vocabulary word



Use standard English grammar and usage


Must be typed and can be double, 1 ½, or single spaced depending upon length of writing

Unit 3
1. accost (v) The nobleman was accosted by beggars on his way to the castle; they wanted a handout.
a. praised
b. confronted
c. shunned
2. animadversion (n) The inexperienced filmmaker was disheartened by the animadversion of the hateful film critic.
a. a neutral comment, neither for or against
b. a comment indicating strong appreciation
c. a comment indicating strong disapproval
3. avid (adj) Most writers are also avid readers who have loved books since childhood.
a. enthusiastic
b. bored
c. greedy
4. brackish (adj) The shipwrecked passengers adrift on the lifeboat became ill after drinking brackish water.
a. salty and unpleasant to drink
b. sweet and pleasant to drink
c. tasteless and odorless
5. celerity (n) Although the heavy snowfall was not expected, the highway department responded with surprising celerity.
a. slowness of motion or action
b. rapidity of motion or action
c. no motion or reaction
6. devious (adj) The interrogator used devious methods to try to get the suspect to incriminate himself; the interrogator even lied to the suspect.
a. trustworthy and candid
b. sincerely honest
c. underhanded, indirect, tricky
7. gambit (n) Asking an interesting stranger about his or her job is a popular party gambit.
a. board game
b. stratagem
c. song
8. halcyon (adj) The woman often spoke of the halcyon days of her childhood when she didn’t have a care in the world.
a. exciting and busy
b. edgy and fearful
c. calm and serene
9. histrionic (adj) Upon receiving his award, the young actor gave a histrionic speech which demonstrated his acting ability.
a. melodramatic
b. short and sweet
c. monotonous
10. incendiary (adj) The Fire Marshall determined that the arsonist planted an incendiary device in the basement of the store.
a. designed to stop fires; quiet
b. designed to start fires; inflammatory
c. designed to snuff out fires; peaceful
Synonyms: Choose the word from this unit that is the same or most nearly the same in meaning as the boldface word or expression in the given phrase. Write the word on the line provided.

1. He was taken in by her stratagem 







2. Apologized for his unnecessary rebuke 






3. Swam in the briny water 








4. Memories of our serene beginnings 







5. Confronted the thief at the door 







6. Completed the job with alacrity 








7. Took the indirect route 








Antonyms: Choose the word from this unit that is most nearly the opposite in meaning as the boldface word or expression in the given phrase. Write the word on the line provided.

1. Identified the peacemaker 








2. Made one very low-keyed plea for mercy 






3. One of the most reluctant participants 






Completing the Sentence: From the words for this unit, choose the one that best completes each of the following sentences. Write the word in the space provided.

1. To our dismay, we discovered that the water we had worked so hard to bring to the surface was too 



 for human consumption.
2. As an employee of the local polling service last summer, it was my job to 



 people on the street and ask their opinions.
3. Saying that “people who live in glass houses shouldn’t throw stones” is not an effective response to their 




 on your conduct.
4. My brother is such a(n) 



 collector of toy soldiers that I sometimes think our house has been invaded by a pint-sized army.
5. On the return trip, we cut straight across the meadows rather than take the more 





 path along the river.
6. The 



 with which he accepted our invitation to dinner suggested that he was badly in need of a good meal.
7. The tons of 




 material ignited and turned the waste disposal plant into a roaring inferno.
8. We looked back on those 



 years before the war broke out as a kind of “golden age” in our history.
9. Any book on chess strategy usually discusses the standard opening moves, such as the “knight’s 




.”
10. To be really convincing on stage, an opera singer must possess both vocal and 


 abilities.
On Your Own: From the word list, choose 8 of the 10 words. Write a one-page creative piece that incorporates the 8 words you have chosen. Be sure to include context clues that assist the reader to understand the vocabulary used.

Criteria: 
On a separate paper



Name, date, assignment as the heading

One-page creative piece



Use 8 of 10 vocabulary words


Words must be BOLDED or underlined


Use appropriate context clues for each vocabulary word



Use standard English grammar and usage


Must be typed and can be double, 1 ½, or single spaced depending upon length of writing

Unit 4
1. maelstrom (n) Many innocent people caught in the maelstrom of the revolution lost their lives and property.
a. turbulence
b. calm
c. tranquility
2. myopic (adj) The myopic foreign policy of the last administration has led to serious problems with out allies.
a. liberal
b. broadminded
c. judgmental
3. overt (adj) In order for Congress to declare war, the President must demonstrate an overt threat.
a. clear
b. covert
c. hidden
4. pejorative (adj) The lawyer was accused of making a pejorative remark when referring to the defendant’s unseemly background.
a. positive
b. negative
c. neutral
5. propriety (n) The social worker questioned the propriety of the police’s request to see confidential records.
a. misconduct
b. appropriateness
c. irregularity
6. sacrilege (n) The anthropologist was accused of committing a sacrilege when she disturbed an ancient burial ground.
a. piety
b. reverence
c. violation
7. summarily (adv) As soon as there was evidence of criminal wrongdoing, the official was summarily ousted from his post.
a. without notice
b. without delay
c. without substantial evidence
8. suppliant (adj) He made a suppliant address to the parole board and asked to be paroled from jail.
a. asking humbly and earnestly
b. asking rudely and obnoxiously
c. asking calmly and quietly
9. talisman (n) Most people do not believe that rabbit’s feet and other talisman actually bring good luck.

a. a heart
b. a foot
c. a charm
10. undulate (v) The baseball fans began to undulate as they cheered, so that they appeared to move in a wave.
a. to move in a wave like motion
b. to move in a circle
c. to move in a straight line
Synonyms: Choose the word from this unit that is the same or most nearly the same in meaning as the boldface word or expression in the given phrase. Write the word on the line provided.

1. A tireless petitioner 









2. A lucky amulet 









3. The vortex of public opinion 








4. Outraged by the desecration 








5. Abruptly resigned from the Cabinet 







6. Behaved with her usual decorum 







7. Their derogatory references to his past 






Antonyms: Choose the word from this unit that is most nearly the opposite in meaning as the boldface word or expression in the given phrase. Write the word on the line provided.

1. Known for farsighted thinking 







2. Took secret action to avoid a crisis 







Completing the Sentence: From the words for this unit, choose the one that best completes each of the following sentences. Write the word in the space provided.

1. Many a rich southern planter saw all his or her financial resources swallowed up in the 
 



 of the Civil War.
2. After the prisoner had been found guilty of treason, he was led before a firing squad and 

 



 executed.
3. During the rainy season, the highway sank at so many points that its surface began to 
 



 like the track for a roller coaster.
4. I stand before you an abject 




, hoping against hope for a sign of your forgiveness.
5. The suffix –ling often has a(n) 



 connotation, as in the word princeling, derived from prince.
6. In Grandmother’s day, standards of 




 required that a young lady wear a hat and gloves when she went out in public.
7. In the eyes of most Americans, people who burn or spit on our flag are guilty of an intolerable
 



.
8. The Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor was a(n) 



 act of war.
9. Down in the main square, a wrinkled old peasant was selling charms and 



 to ward off the evil eye.
10. His pale face, hunched shoulders, and 



 stare showed that he had spent his life poring over old books and documents.
On Your Own: From the word list, choose 8 of the 10 words. Write a one-page creative piece that incorporates the 8 words you have chosen. Be sure to include context clues that assist the reader to understand the vocabulary used.

Criteria: 
On a separate paper



Name, date, assignment as the heading

One-page creative piece



Use 8 of 10 vocabulary words


Words must be BOLDED or underlined


Use appropriate context clues for each vocabulary word



Use standard English grammar and usage


Must be typed and can be double, 1 ½, or single spaced depending upon length of writing

Unit 5
1. articulate (v) The most articulate student in the class was chosen to mediate the debate.
a. to pronounce distinctly
b. to pronounce incorrectly
c. to distort
2. cavort (v) The actors in the musical cavort on stage during the songs.
a. stand still
b. prance around exuberantly
c. mimic each other
3. credence (n) The government and the public failed to give credence to the reports of an impending water shortage.

a. unbelievable
b. accuracy
c. inaccuracy
4. decry (v) Every arm of government and every educational institution should decry bigotry in all its forms.
a. to praise
b. to accept
c. to criticize
5. dissemble (v) The young man was unable to dissemble his feelings and admitted to having committed the crime.
a. to disguise
b. to be honest
c. to make real
6. distraught (adj) The workforce became distraught in the wake of the 1929 stock market crash.
a. calm
b. agitated
c. serene
7. eulogy (n) The best friend and longtime law partner of the deceased delivered the eulogy at the funeral.
a. tribute
b. criticism
c. denunciation
8. evince (v) The crowd did not evince any signs of panic but moved in an orderly fashion to the nearest exits.
a. to conceal
b. to clearly hide
c. to display clearly
9. exhume (v) Suspecting foul play, the coroner issued an order to exhume the body immediately.
a. to remove from a grave
b. to remove from a tooth
c. to remove from a book
10. feckless (adj) Although a feckless youth, he eventually matured into a hard-working and responsible citizen.
a. dependable
b. responsible
c. irresponsible
Synonyms: Choose the word from this unit that is the same or most nearly the same in meaning as the boldface word or expression in the given phrase. Write the word on the line provided.

1. Did exhibit true remorse 








2. Gamboled in the wading pool 







3. Tried to dissimulate when confronted 






4. Uncovered the buried treasure 







5. Feared for the helpless child 








6. Tried to calm the frantic parents 







Antonyms: Choose the word from this unit that is most nearly the opposite in meaning as the boldface word or expression in the given phrase. Write the word on the line provided.

1. Managed to mumble a quick response 






2. Rose to commend the new regime 







3. Published her lengthy diatribe 







4. Treated the idea with skepticism 







Completing the Sentence: From the words for this unit, choose the one that best completes each of the following sentences. Write the word in the space provided.

1. The assembly speaker couldn’t be understood because he mumbled his words instead of 





 them clearly.
2. An educated citizenry will not give 




 to wild charges of extremists seeking to undermine our political and economic system.
3. In the hands of our hopelessly 



 producer, what should have been a surefire hit turned into a resounding fiasco.
4. When new evidence turned up in the case, the court ordered the coroner to 


 the victim’s body and reexamine it.
5. Though I prefer to be as open and aboveboard as possible, I have learned that it is sometimes wiser and more tactful to 




.
6. When Bill was told that he had made the varsity wrestling team, he began to 


 around the gym like a young colt.
7. The new chairman 



 what she called the “deplorable tendency of so many Americans to try to get something for nothing.”
8. Even at an early age, my sister 



 a strong interest in studying medicine.
9. When news of the school fire ran through town, 



 parents rushed to the scene of the blaze.
10. Every Memorial Day, the Mayor delivers a(n) 



 extolling the selfless devotion of those who have died in defense of this country.
On Your Own: From the word list, choose 8 of the 10 words. Write a one-page creative piece that incorporates the 8 words you have chosen. Be sure to include context clues that assist the reader to understand the vocabulary used.

Criteria: 
On a separate paper



Name, date, assignment as the heading

One-page creative piece



Use 8 of 10 vocabulary words


Words must be BOLDED or underlined


Use appropriate context clues for each vocabulary word



Use standard English grammar and usage


Must be typed and can be double, 1 ½, or single spaced depending upon length of writing

Unit 6
1. murky (adj) Many visitors have claimed to see a mysterious creature in the murky waters of Lock Ness in Scotland.
a. gloomy and obscure
b. clear and obvious
c. observable and evident
2. nefarious (adj) Brutus and Cassius hatched a nefarious plot to assassinate Julius Caesar on the steps of the Roman Senate.
a. reputable and trustworthy
b. wicked and evil
c. reliable and well-thought-out
3. piquant (adj) The chef was an expert in making those piquant dishes that are characteristic of South Indian cooking.
a. mild
b. bland
c. spicy
4. primordial (adj) The primordial stages of most civilizations are founded on common needs met by common goals.
a. original
b. new
c. fresh
5. propinquity (n) The propinquity of the two cities has created a greater metropolitan area that in effect is one city.
a. remoteness
b. distance
c. closeness
6. unwonted (adj) The listless student answered with unwonted spirit when the subject of military tactics was raised.
a. common
b. unexpected
c. expected
7. utopian (adj) A number of American religious groups like the Shakers have built separate communities based on utopian schemes.
a. perfect and ideal
b. realistic and pragmatic
c. practical and logical
8. verbiage (n) The contact was full of meaningless verbiage that seemed designed to confuse the lay person.
a. clear language
b. wordy language
c. well-defined language
9. verdant (adj) The tourists on safari traveled over the verdant grasslands of Kenya in search of native wildlife.
a. cold and stony
b. arid and hot
c. lush and green
10. viscous (adj) The varnish left a viscous residue on the wood that was hard to remove.
a. smooth and glossy
b. sticky and gooey
c. clear and thin
Synonyms: Choose the word from this unit that is the same or most nearly the same in meaning as the boldface word or expression in the given phrase. Write the word on the line provided.

1. Primeval history 









2. Burdened by unnecessary verbosity 







3. A very tangy salad dressing 








4. Distinguished by uncommon courtesy 






5. Full of idealistic plans 








6. The iniquitous traitor and spy 







7. A slightly gummy coating of wax 







8. An unwelcome proximity 








9. Could not make out the unclear image 






Antonyms: Choose the word from this unit that is most nearly the opposite in meaning as the boldface word or expression in the given phrase. Write the word on the line provided.

1. Watered the arid lawn 








Completing the Sentence: From the words for this unit, choose the one that best completes each of the following sentences. Write the word in the space provided.

1. For as far as the eye could see, 



 fields of unripe corn swayed gently in the morning breeze.
2. How could we draw any clear ideas from a talk that was so disorganized, confused in language, and generally 




?
3. Sadly, the 



 schemes of high-minded idealists usually founder on the rocks on the rocks of practical realities.
4. Such spices as red pepper make many of the sauces used in Cajun cooking delightfully
 



.
5. I believe there is an overall design to the universe that has been visible ever since the first thing crawled out of the 



 ooze.
6. Though diesel fuels are not as thick as motor oil, they are a good deal more 


 than regular gasoline.
7. The NCAA has in recent years cracked down hard on such 




 practices as “shaving points.”
8. He clothes his puny ideas in such highfalutin 



 that they resemble gnats in top hats and tails.
9. Since my apartment is in such close 




 to my office, I usually walk to work.
10. I have always regarded the man as something of a daredevil, but on this occasion he approached the problem with 




 caution.
On Your Own: From the word list, choose 8 of the 10 words. Write a one-page creative piece that incorporates the 8 words you have chosen. Be sure to include context clues that assist the reader to understand the vocabulary used.

Criteria: 
On a separate paper



Name, date, assignment as the heading

One-page creative piece



Use 8 of 10 vocabulary words


Words must be BOLDED or underlined


Use appropriate context clues for each vocabulary word



Use standard English grammar and usage


Must be typed and can be double, 1 ½, or single spaced depending upon length of writing

Unit 7
1. atrophy (n/v) The paraplegic’s leg muscles have atrophied to due inactivity.

a. to waste away

b. to build up

c. to strengthen

2. bastion (n) Contrary to popular belief, the military is not always a bastion of political conservatism.

a. detractor

b. fortified place

c. attacker

3. concord (n) A spirit of concord was restored when the company compensated its employees.

a. a state of confusion

b. a state of disagreement

c. a state of agreement

4. consummate (adj/v) Michelangelo’s paintings on the ceiling of the Sistine Chapel in the Vatican are works of consummate artistry.

a. The lawyers could not consummate the settlement until the two parties met face to face.

b. complete

c. imperfect

d. incomplete

5. disarray (n/v) The burgled apartment was in a state of disarray.

a. If you leave the window open, a breeze may disarray the papers on the desktop.

b. disorder

c. organized

d. controlled

6. exigency (n) The governor emphasized the exigency of the situation by requesting the immediate dispatch of rescue teams.

a. timely option

b. urgent demand

c. loitering

7. flotsam (n) After the two ships collided, the survivors clung to various pieces of flotsam and hoped of rescue.

a. seaweed

b. sinking rocks

c. floating debris

8. frenetic (adj) When a court order was issued, the social services department made a frenetic search for the missing report.

a. highly agitated

b. extremely calm

c. very mellow

9. glean (v) By means of painstaking investigation, the detectives will eventually glean the truth.

a. to push through

b. to throw away

c. to gather bit by bit

10. grouse (v) Those who just stand around and grouse about their low salaries are not likely to get raises.

a. to praise

b. to complain

c. to cheer

Synonyms: Choose the word from this unit that is the same or most nearly the same in meaning as the boldface word or expression in the given phrase. Write the word on the line provided.

1. Floating wreckage in the harbor 








2. Gripes about every change in the routine 






3. Collected tidbits of information 








4. A longtime bulwark of resistance 







5. Enthusiasm that withered 








6. Left the room in a state of disorganization 






7. A handshake that clinched the deal







8. The obligatory responsibilities of the new administrator 




9. The requirements of a wartime economy 






Antonyms: Choose the word from this unit that is most nearly the opposite in meaning as the boldface word or expression in the given phrase. Write the word on the line provided.

1. Maintained a leisurely pace 








2. Disagreement among the family members 






Completing the Sentence: From the words for this unit, choose the one that best completes each of the following sentences. Write the word in the space provided.

1. The 




 that we observed here and there in the harbor bore mute testimony to the destructive power of the storm.
2. The high ground east of the river formed a natural 




, which we decided to defend with all the forces at our disposal.

3. Almost every case of muscle or tissue 




 is the result of disease, prolonged disuse, or changes in cell nutrition.

4. The 




 of my present financial situation demand that I curtail all unnecessary expenses for at least a month.
5. The defeated army fled in such 




 that before long it had become little more than a uniformed mob.
6. As soon as he struck the opening chords of the selection, we realized that we were listening to a(n) 




 master of the piano.
7. Though next to nothing is known about Homer, historians have been able to 


 a few odd facts about him from studying his works.

8. Peace is not just the absence of war but a positive state of 




 among the nations of the world.
9. I have yet to meet an adult who did not 




 about the taxes he or she had to pay.
10. People who are used to the unhurried atmosphere of a country town often find it hard to cope with the 




 pace of big-city life.
On Your Own: From the word list, choose 8 of the 10 words. Write a one-page creative piece that incorporates the 8 words you have chosen. Be sure to include context clues that assist the reader to understand the vocabulary used.

Criteria: 
On a separate paper



Name, date, assignment as the heading

One-page creative piece



Use 8 of 10 vocabulary words


Words must be BOLDED or underlined


Use appropriate context clues for each vocabulary word



Use standard English grammar and usage


Must be typed and can be double, 1 ½, or single spaced depending upon length of writing

Unit 8
1. incarcerate (v) They will incarcerate the convicted felon at the state penitentiary.

a. to imprison

b. to release

c. to strengthen

2. incumbent (adj) Voting on election day is a duty incumbent on all Americans who value a democratic government.

a. unnecessary

b. optional

c. required

3. jocular (adj) After receiving the news that she was ahead in the polls, the candidate was in a delightfully jocular mood.

a. humorous

b. humorless

c. solemn

4. ludicrous (adj) Her comment was so ludicrous that we finally understood that she was joking.
a. believable

b. ridiculous

c. plausible

5. mordant (adj) The actor was upset by the mordant criticism of the gossip columnist who seemed out to ruin his reputation. 

a. kind and caring

b. sharply or bitterly harsh

c. sweet and jovial

6. nettle (n/v) If you are pricked by a nettle, aloe cream will sooth and reduce the sting.

a. The principal was nettled by the student’s disrespectful behavior.

b. to arouse suspicion

c. to arouse urgency

d. to arouse displeasure

7. pecuniary (adj) The couple was forced by pecuniary considerations to sell their large home and buy a smaller one.

a. measured in time

b. measured in weight

c. measured in money

8. pusillanimous (adj) It is often said that bullies, when tested, are the most pusillanimous people of all.

a. noble and valued

b. contemptibly mean-spirited

c. gracious and righteous

9. recumbent (adj) The tired toddlers were recumbent on the couch after playing all afternoon in the yard.

a. in a reclining position

b. in a standing position

c. in a kneeling position

10. stratagem (n) The defense attorney used a clever stratagem to obtain sympathy for her client.

a. a compliment

b. a trick

c. a tribute

Synonyms: Choose the word from this unit that is the same or most nearly the same in meaning as the boldface word or expression in the given phrase. Write the word on the line provided.

1. Received financial compensation 






2. The ill-conceived ruse 








3. Prostrate on a hospital bed 







4. Craven behavior 









5. Immured for years in a dank dungeon 






6. Irks her coworkers with senseless chatter 





7. Obligatory responsibilities of the new administrator




Antonyms: Choose the word from this unit that is most nearly the opposite in meaning as the boldface word or expression in the given phrase. Write the word on the line provided.

1. The poignant story 








2. A gentle reproof 









3. A humorless manner 








Completing the Sentence: From the words for this unit, choose the one that best completes each of the following sentences. Write the word in the space provided.

1. I get my best ideas while lying down; the 




 position seems to stimulate my brain.
2. It was pleasant to see the usually quiet and restrained Mr. Baxter in such a(n) 


 and expansive mood.

3. Since I had had only one year of high-school French, my attempts to speak that language on my trip to Paris were pretty 




.

4. I regret that Nancy was 




 by my unfavorable review of her short story, but I had to express my opinion honestly.
5. It is 




 on all of us to do whatever we can to help our community overcome this crisis.
6. Even critics of our penal system admit that so long as hardened criminals are 


, they can’t commit further crimes.
7. Despite all their highfalutin malarkey about helping the poor, I suspect that their interest in the project is purely 



.

8. The purpose of our 




 was to draw in the safety so that Tom could get behind him to receive a long pass.
9. Shakespeare’s Timon of Athens is a disillusioned misanthrope who spends his time hurling


 




barbs at the rest of mankind.
10. Most people regarded the government’s attempt to avert a war by buying off the aggressor as not only shameful, but 




.
On Your Own: From the word list, choose 8 of the 10 words. Write a one-page creative piece that incorporates the 8 words you have chosen. Be sure to include context clues that assist the reader to understand the vocabulary used.

Criteria: 
On a separate paper



Name, date, assignment as the heading

One-page creative piece



Use 8 of 10 vocabulary words


Words must be BOLDED or underlined


Use appropriate context clues for each vocabulary word



Use standard English grammar and usage


Must be typed and can be double, 1 ½, or single spaced depending upon length of writing

Unit 9
1. acuity (n) The acuity of most people’s hearing diminishes as they grow older.

a. intensity of hearing, sight, or intellect

b. intensity of emotions

c. moderation of eating

2. delineate (v) The architects will delineate the main features of their plan at the next client meeting.

a. to be vague or ambiguous about details

b. to portray, sketch, or describe in accurate or vivid detail

c. to give minimal details

3. depraved (adj) Oscar Wilde’s novel The Picture of Dorian Gray is about a depraved man whose portrait reveals his wickedness.

a. marked by sadness and depression

b. marked by humor and cleverness

c. marked by evil and corruption

4. enervate (v) Unfortunately, the great musician’s mind was enervated by disease in the last decade of her life.
a. to build and strengthen

b. to weaken or lessen

c. to construct and support

5. esoteric (adj) The fraternity developed a set of esoteric rights that had to be performed by anyone seeking membership.

a. intended to be understood by adults only

b. intended to be understood by everyone

c. intended to be understood by a select few

6. fecund (adj) The remarkably fecund mind of Albert Einstein produced theories that revolutionized the science of physics.

a. intellectually productive

b. intellectually stunted

c. intellectually ignorant

7. fiat (n) The ruler instituted several new fiats which angered his people.

a. formal announcement of profit

b. formal invitation to a wedding

c. formal authorization of something

8. figment (n) The silhouette of a man on the porch was a mere figment of your overheated imagination.

a. fabrication of textiles

b. fabrication of the mind

c. fabrication of writings

9. garner (v) Over the years, the writer was able to garner some wisdom that she passed on to others in her books.

a. to gather and then scatter

b. to gather and store away

c. to gather and allow to wither

10. hallow (v) In the Gettysburg Address, Lincoln hallowed the battlefield on which the Union soldiers fought and died.

a. to set apart as holy or sacred

b. to set apart to sell

c. to set apart to desecrate

Synonyms: Choose the word from this unit that is the same or most nearly the same in meaning as the boldface word or expression in the given phrase. Write the word on the line provided.

1. As a result of a general edict 








2. Depicted the view from the balcony 







3. Sought occult knowledge in ancient books






4. The latest fabrication of his imagination 






5. Known for the keenness of her wit 







6. A truly vicious attack on an innocent person 






7. The fertile products of a lively intelligence






8. Weakened by the relentless repetition 







9. Collects data from many sources 








Antonyms: Choose the word from this unit that is most nearly the opposite in meaning as the boldface word or expression in the given phrase. Write the word on the line provided.

1. Desecrated the tombs of their ancestors 







Completing the Sentence: From the words for this unit, choose the one that best completes each of the following sentences. Write the word in the space provided.

1. During the eleven years of his “personal rule,” King Charles I bypassed Parliament and ruled England by royal 




.
2. The phonograph is but one of the wonderful new devices that sprang from the 


 mind of Thomas Edison, our most prolific inventor.

3. The passing years lessened her physical vigor but in no way diminished the 


 of her judgment.

4. I was so 



 by the oppressive heat and humidity of that awful afternoon that I could barely move.
5. The ground in which those soldiers are buried was 




 by the blood they shed on it.
6. The marathon not only brought in huge sums of money for Africa’s starving masses but also

much sympathy for their plight.
7. The artist’s sketch not only 




 the model’s appearance accurately, but also captured something of her personality.

8. “Your suspicion that I am constantly making fun of you behind your back is a mere

of your overtaxed brain,” I replied.
9. Most people I know are so busy dealing with the ordinary problems of life that they have no time for 



 philosophical speculation.

10. Beneath the man’s cultivated manner and impeccable grooming there lurked the 


 mind of a brutal sadist.
On Your Own: From the word list, choose 8 of the 10 words. Write a one-page creative piece that incorporates the 8 words you have chosen. Be sure to include context clues that assist the reader to understand the vocabulary used.

Criteria: 
On a separate paper



Name, date, assignment as the heading

One-page creative piece



Use 8 of 10 vocabulary words


Words must be BOLDED or underlined


Use appropriate context clues for each vocabulary word



Use standard English grammar and usage


Must be typed and can be double, 1 ½, or single spaced depending upon length of writing

Unit 10
1. idiosyncrasy (n) The fact that the plurals of some nouns are formed irregularly is an idiosyncrasy of English grammar.

a. a routine

b. a peculiarity

c. a regularity

2. ignominy (n) He went from glory to ignominy due to his drug conviction.

a. shame and disgrace

b. honor and valor

c. admiration and credit

3. mundane (adj) The painter left all mundane concerns to her sister while she single-mindedly pursued her artistic goals. 

a. concerned with what is incorrect

b. concerned with what is exceptional

c. concerned with what is ordinary

4. nuance (n) In his writing, the poet paid close attention to every nuance of meaning in the words he chose.
a. a subtle or slight variation of difference

b. a noticeable or large difference

c. an unnoticeable difference

5. overweening (adj) It was the overweening confidence of the candidate that prevented her from acknowledging her weaknesses.

a. excessive and arrogant

b. limited and humble

c. non-existent and shy

6. penchant (n) A teacher with a penchant for belaboring the obvious is bound to be boring.

a. a mild preference

b. a weak preference

c. a strong preference

7. reputed (adj) Although he is the reputed head of a crime syndicate, he has never spent time in jail.

a. according to formal announcement

b. according to general belief

c. according to his mother

8. sophistry (n) The couple was  beguiled into buying a bigger house than they needed by the clever sophistry of the broker.

a. a method of instruction that is ludicrous and cheap

b. a method of persuasion that is very clever and honest

c. a method of argumentation that seems clever but is actually flawed or dishonest

9. sumptuous (adj) The sumptuous feast honoring the king’s birthday was followed by musical entertainment.

a. meager and cheap

b. magnificent and opulent

c. moderate and miserable

10. ubiquitous (adj) The ubiquitous eye of the TV camera threatens to rob citizens of any sense of privacy.

a. present only on TV

b. present only on the Internet

c. present or existing everywhere

Synonyms: Choose the word from this unit that is the same or most nearly the same in meaning as the boldface word or expression in the given phrase. Write the word on the line provided.

1. Known for his propensity for exaggeration 






2. A distinct shade of meaning









3. A supposed heir to a huge fortune







4. An eccentricity of speech 








5. Their omnipresent sense of dread 







6. Deceived by the specious reasoning of a lawyer 





Antonyms: Choose the word from this unit that is most nearly the opposite in meaning as the boldface word or expression in the given phrase. Write the word on the line provided.

1. A man of modest aspirations 








2. The unworldly side of life 








3. Made a meager meal 









4. The glory of her situation 








Completing the Sentence: From the words for this unit, choose the one that best completes each of the following sentences. Write the word in the space provided.

1. The man is 




 to have mob connections, but so far no one has actually substantiated the allegation.
2. American-style fast-food shops have gained such popularity all over the world that they are now truly 



.

3. His constant use of the word fabulous, even for quite ordinary subjects, is a(n) 


 that I could do without.

4. Music can often express a(n) 




 of mood or feeling that would be difficult to put into words.
5. Analysis will show that his “brilliant exposition” of how we can handle the pollution problem without cost to anyone is the merest 




.
6. His 




 sense of superiority dominates his personality in much the same way as his beetling brow dominates his face.

7. May I interrupt this abstruse discussion and turn your attention to more 



 matters—like what’s for dinner?

8. You may have many good traits, but I do not admire your 




 for borrowing things and failing to return them.
9. There is quite a difference between the austere furnishings of my little apartment and the 

 



accommodations of a luxury hotel.
10. He was a changed young man after he suffered the  




 of expulsion from West Point for conduct unbecoming a gentleman.
On Your Own: From the word list, choose 8 of the 10 words. Write a one-page creative piece that incorporates the 8 words you have chosen. Be sure to include context clues that assist the reader to understand the vocabulary used.

Criteria: 
On a separate paper



Name, date, assignment as the heading

One-page creative piece



Use 8 of 10 vocabulary words


Words must be BOLDED or underlined


Use appropriate context clues for each vocabulary word



Use standard English grammar and usage


Must be typed and can be double, 1 ½, or single spaced depending upon length of writing

Unit 11
1. abject (adj) In the American dream, those who work hard can escape lives of abject poverty.

a. hopeful and optimistic

b. hopeless and miserable

c. moderate and average

2. agnostic (n) Although he was a confirmed agnostic, he supported the rights of others to practice their religion.

a. someone who is a non-believer of God

b. someone who is a believer of God

c. someone who is skeptical about God

3. complicity (n) If you know a crime is going to be committed but do nothing to prevent it, you may be accused of complicity.

a. involvement in community service

b. involvement in wrongdoing

c. involvement in organized religion

4. derelict (adj) The family complained about the unsightly collection of derelict cars in their neighbor’s driveway.
a. left abandoned

b. cared for

c. changing

5. diatribe (n) The senator’s speech was more of a diatribe than a reasoned address.

a. a sad, short comment

b. a happy, long honorary speech

c. a bitter, long verbal attack

6. effigy (n) The night before the battle, the troops burned the despised enemy leader in effigy.

a. an artful display of honor

b. a crude likeness of a person

c. a bland cartoon about politics

7. equity (n) Prompted by considerations of equity, the father decided to divide his estate equally among his children.

a. fairness and justice

b. unfair and unjust

c. bias and prejudice

8. inane (adj) The politician made an inane reply to the interviewer’s probing question, which made the politician look ridiculous.

a. educated and informed, meant to enlighten

b. funny and comical, meant to entertain

c. silly, empty of meaning or value

9. indictment (n) The Grand Jury delivered the indictment for murder after deliberating in secret for two weeks.

a. a formal accusation

b. an informal gathering

c. an invitation

10. indubitable (adj) You cannot argue with indubitable truths because they are certain and unquestionable.

a. debatable and doubtful

b. not to be doubted or denied

c. uncertain and problematic

Synonyms: Choose the word from this unit that is the same or most nearly the same in meaning as the boldface word or expression in the given phrase. Write the word on the line provided.

1. A crude likeness
 








2. Announced the formal charge to the press 





3. A doubter in every aspect







4. Remiss in discharging her responsibilities 





5. Guilty of collusion
 







6. Could not contain her own tirade
 






7. The vapid chatter of thoughtless critics






Antonyms: Choose the word from this unit that is most nearly the opposite in meaning as the boldface word or expression in the given phrase. Write the word on the line provided.

1. A history of injustice

 






2. The dubious strength of the foundation 






3. Her lofty plea for understanding 







Completing the Sentence: From the words for this unit, choose the one that best completes each of the following sentences. Write the word in the space provided.

1. Though some writers have emphasized Jefferson’s human weaknesses, his greatness is also a(n)

 




part of the historic record.
2. Since he neither affirms nor denies the existence of God, I’d classify him as a(n) 


 rather than an atheist.

3. It was such a(n) 


 remark that I couldn’t keep myself from laughing derisively when I heard it.

4. “Simple 



 demands that we distribute the tax burden as fairly as possible among the populace,” the Senator remarked.
5. I would be 



 in my duty to you if I did not warn you against the bad effects of smoking cigarettes.

6. The overthrown dictator was hanged in 



 before a vast throng in the town square.
7. Those who saw the young woman being assaulted and did nothing to help her were guilty of

 




in the crime.
8. At the slightest sound of thunder, my dog Rover dives under the bed in a state of 


 terror.
9. Every time we did something to anger him, he delivered an intemperate 



 lambasting our “hopeless irresponsibility.”

10. The fact that so many released prisoners return to a life of crime is in itself a terrifying

 




of our penal system.
On Your Own: From the word list, choose 8 of the 10 words. Write a one-page creative piece that incorporates the 8 words you have chosen. Be sure to include context clues that assist the reader to understand the vocabulary used.

Criteria: 
On a separate paper



Name, date, assignment as the heading

One-page creative piece



Use 8 of 10 vocabulary words


Words must be BOLDED or underlined


Use appropriate context clues for each vocabulary word



Use standard English grammar and usage


Must be typed and can be double, 1 ½, or single spaced depending upon length of writing

Unit 12
1. intermittent (adj) The pulled muscle in her back gave her intermittent pains for about a week.

a. abrupt stop

b. continuous

c. stopping and beginning again

2. moot (adj) The class agreed that the question of whether Jefferson should have retaliated sooner against the Barbary Pirates was a moot point.

a. totally correct

b. open to discussion or debate

c. the worst thing possible

3. motif (n) The collector admired the unusual Asian motif that was woven into the fabric of the tapestry.

a. puzzling color scheme

b. hidden object

c. principal idea, feature, theme, or element

4. neophyte (n) In comparison to an experienced wilderness hiker, he is a mere neophyte in the woods.

a. beginner or novice

b. expert or pro

c. veteran or master

5. perspicacity (n) The birdwatcher scans the surrounding trees and fields with the same perspicacity as a hawk looking for prey.

a. dullness and cloudiness

b. acuity and perceptiveness

c. lack of interest

6. plenary (adj) Because of its importance, the case was presented at a plenary session of the Superior Court.

a. complete in all aspects

b. incomplete in some aspects

c. incomplete overall

7. surveillance (n) The police kept the suspect under strict surveillance after she was released due to lack of evidence.
a. forgetful and careless thought

b. abandoned disregard

c. careful and disciplined observation

8. sylvan (adj) Once upon a time, Hansel and Gretel walked down a sylvan path, leaving only breadcrumbs in their wake.

a. likeness of a city street

b. likeness of a forest

c. likeness of a driveway

9. testy (adj) The lawyer’s testy remarks during cross-examination probably affected her credibility with the jury.

a. characterized by satisfaction and approval

b. characterized by pleasure and contentment

c. characterized by impatience and exasperation

10. travesty (n) Instead of modernizing Shakespeare’s “Twelfth Night,” they made a travesty of it.

a. great reproduction

b. inferior imitation

c. moderate copy

Synonyms: Choose the word from this unit that is the same or most nearly the same in meaning as the boldface word or expression in the given phrase. Write the word on the line provided.

1. A familiar theme in her poetry 







2. Put under scrutiny
 







3. A mere parody of fair play







4. The forested slopes of the Rockies 






5. Admired for his uncommon acuity
 





6. Was given unlimited power to govern 






7. Indoctrinated the rookie








8. A debatable issue









Antonyms: Choose the word from this unit that is most nearly the opposite in meaning as the boldface word or expression in the given phrase. Write the word on the line provided.

1. The continuous flow of water  







2. Calmed the even-tempered child 






Completing the Sentence: From the words for this unit, choose the one that best completes each of the following sentences. Write the word in the space provided.

1. During the emergency, the mayor assumed 



 authority and did whatever was needed to provide essential services.
2. How can you call that a(n) 



 question when it is quite clearly a simple matter of right and wrong?

3. Since the accused was never really given a chance to defend himself, his so-called “trial” was nothing but a(n) 


 of justice.

4. In her garland of leaves and acorns, the child looked very much like some 



 spirit from an Arthurian myth.
5. Throughout the period that the spy thought he had gone undetected, he was actually under close

 




by the CIA.
6. For years, we carried on a(n) 




 correspondence, sometimes allowing months to pass before a letter was answered.

7. In Wagner’s operas, brief musical 




 associated with characters or their actions recur again and again.
8. How could a mere 



 in the teaching profession question the judgment of so experienced an educator?
9. I’d say that the phrase “having a short fuse” aptly describes my boss’s decidedly 


 disposition.

10. The 



 of her analysis not only clarified the nature of the problem but also suggested its most promising solution.
On Your Own: From the word list, choose 8 of the 10 words. Write a one-page creative piece that incorporates the 8 words you have chosen. Be sure to include context clues that assist the reader to understand the vocabulary used.

Criteria: 
On a separate paper



Name, date, assignment as the heading

One-page creative piece



Use 8 of 10 vocabulary words


Words must be BOLDED or underlined


Use appropriate context clues for each vocabulary word



Use standard English grammar and usage


Must be typed and can be double, 1 ½, or single spaced depending upon length of writing

Unit 13
1. allay (v) The politician made a speech in order to allay his constituents’ fears about a tax increase.

a. to corroborate

b. to intensify

c. to lesson or relieve

2. bestial (adj) In beating their prisoner, the guards were guilty of a truly bestial act.

a. great and heroic

b. brutal and inhumane

c. nice and pleasant

3. convivial (adj) Thanksgiving dinner at Grandmother’s house is always a convivial family gathering.

a. festive and sociable

b. annoying and aggravating

c. predictable and bland

4. coterie (n) Robert Browning and his coterie had ideas about poetry that seemed revolutionary in their day.

a. group of people wanting to overthrow the government

b. group of people with different ideas

c. group of people with a common interest

5. counterpart (n) I have to admit I was frightened of my counterpart on the other team because she held the high-jump record.

a. a person or thing that is the opposite to another

b. a person or thing that does not resemble or correspond to another

c. a person or thing closely resembling or corresponding to another

6. demur (v) The workers in the pressroom will demur if they are not consulted regularly by the union leadership.

a. to object or to take exception to

b. to agree with on all accounts

c. to act like animals

7. effrontery (n) After having been suspended for disrespectful behavior, the student had the effrontery to talk back to his teacher again.
a. humble and graciousness

b. humiliating embarrassment

c. shameless boldness

8. embellish (v) The best storytellers embellish their tales in ways that help readers visualize the setting.

a. to improve by adding details

b. to detract from by hiding details

c. to skimp on the details

9. ephemeral (adj) Only the greatest of writers and artists achieve anything other than ephemeral popularity.

a. immortal

b. lasting only a short time

c. non-existent

10. felicitous (adj) In view of the high prices for home heating oil, the mild winter was a felicitous turn of events.

a. marked by evil hackers; hate

b. marked by rotten luck; unhappy

c. marked by good fortune; happy

Synonyms: Choose the word from this unit that is the same or most nearly the same in meaning as the boldface word or expression in the given phrase. Write the word on the line provided.

1. An influential set of friends 







2. Their apt meeting
 








3. Had the gall to demand an apology






4. Will surely relieve his anxiety 







5. Her complement at the rival company






6. Condemned the militia’s depraved behavior 





7. Protested when asked to leave







8. Ornamented with high-sounding phrases





9. The fleeting nature of power 







Antonyms: Choose the word from this unit that is most nearly the opposite in meaning as the boldface word or expression in the given phrase. Write the word on the line provided.

1. A very grim lunch meeting  







Completing the Sentence: From the words for this unit, choose the one that best completes each of the following sentences. Write the word in the space provided.

1. Recent developments in that part of the world have intensified rather than 


 our fears of a renewed conflict.
2. The “Old 400” was a very small and exclusive 



 of prominent families that dominated East Coast society for decades.

3. Who wouldn’t have had fun among such a(n) 



 group of people?

4. In the Victorian era, designers 



 women’s dresses with all sorts of elaborate frills and flounces.

5. Since we all agreed that the proposal seemed to offer the best solution to our problem, it was accepted without 




.

6. Though I don’t consider myself much of a diplomat, I think I handled that delicate situation in a particularly 




 manner.

7. At the Casablanca Conference in 1943, President Roosevelt and his military aides met with their British 




 to map military strategy for the Western Allies.
8. The man’s features suddenly contorted into a(n) 



 mask, more reminiscent of a hobgoblin than a human being.
9. Many a now-forgotten “movie great” has discovered to his or her chagrin that fame may indeed be as  



 as a passing shower.

10. He had the 




 to come into my own home to tell me what I should do to help him.
On Your Own: From the word list, choose 8 of the 10 words. Write a one-page creative piece that incorporates the 8 words you have chosen. Be sure to include context clues that assist the reader to understand the vocabulary used.

Criteria: 
On a separate paper



Name, date, assignment as the heading

One-page creative piece



Use 8 of 10 vocabulary words


Words must be BOLDED or underlined


Use appropriate context clues for each vocabulary word



Use standard English grammar and usage


Must be typed and can be double, 1 ½, or single spaced depending upon length of writing

Unit 14
1. furtive (adj) The girl was caught taking a furtive glance at the test paper of the student sitting next to her.

a. closed off

b. done overtly or openly

c. done slyly or stealthily

2. garish (adj) The storefront was painted in garish colors so that it would attract the attention of passersby.

a. decorated in a fancy and frilly way

b. over-decorated in a vulgar or offensive way

c. decorated in a nice and pleasant way

3. illusory (adj) Police state tactics provide an illusory sense of security in an unjust society.

a. misleading or deceptive

b. annoying and aggravating

c. predictable and bland

4. indigent (adj) The number of homeless and indigent persons has increased since the economy took a downturn.

a. middle class

b. impoverished

c. wealthy

5. inordinate (adj) The press showered the popular actor with inordinate praise for what seemed a rather ordinary performance.

a. exceeding reasonable limits

b. within reasonable limits

c. under reasonable limits

6. jettison (v) The captain ordered the crew to jettison the ballast so the ship could move more quickly through the water.

a. to pull in from the sea

b. to grab from the side

c. to cast overboard

7. misanthrope (n) The millionaire misanthrope left all her money to an animal shelter and not a penny to a single human being.
a. a person who hates animals

b. a person who hates people

c. a person who hates businesses

8. pertinacious (adj) The defense attorney was as pertinacious as a bulldog in his cross-examination of the witness.

a. very persistent

b. very meek

c. very shy

9. picayune (adj) A supervisor who fusses about every picayune fault of the workers will lower morale and productivity.

a. of great importance

b. of mild importance

c. of little importance

10. raiment (n) When the chorus in the Greek tragedy hears that the kind has died, they tear their raiment in anguish.

a. clothing

b. hair

c. paper

Synonyms: Choose the word from this unit that is the same or most nearly the same in meaning as the boldface word or expression in the given phrase. Write the word on the line provided.

1. The dogged researcher 








2. Donned fashionable attire 







3. Willingly abandoned their prejudices






4. Prone to fanciful get-rich-quick schemes






5. A well-known people-hater







6. Ignore those inconsequential objections 






Antonyms: Choose the word from this unit that is most nearly the opposite in meaning as the boldface word or expression in the given phrase. Write the word on the line provided.

1. Their forthright attempt to withdraw  






2. Moderate increases in profits 







3. The wealthy inhabitants of the big cities 






4. Understated taste in home furnishings 






Completing the Sentence: From the words for this unit, choose the one that best completes each of the following sentences. Write the word in the space provided.

1. A busy administrator in today’s high-pressure business world just doesn’t have time to deal with such 



 concerns as making coffee.
2. He is entitled to reasonable compensation for the damage to his car, but the demands he has made are totally 




.

3. When Charles V retired to a Spanish monastery, he exchanged the costly 



 of a king for the simple habit of a monk.

4. The crew of the freighter 




 most of its cargo in a desperate effort to keep the sinking ship afloat.

5. A good deal of sad experience has taught me that my youthful hopes of getting something for nothing are entirely 




.
6. The disastrous stock market crash of 1929 left many a wealthy speculator as 


 as the proverbial church mouse.

7. The 



 manner in which he sidled into the room and tried to avoid being noticed actually drew attention to his presence.
8. “If at first you don’t succeed, try, try again” seems to be the motto of that 



 young woman.
9. Jonathan Swift so came to loathe human folly, vice, and hypocrisy that he died a virtual

 



.
10. The 



 movie palaces of an earlier era have given way to smaller theaters, decorated in a simpler, more austere style.
On Your Own: From the word list, choose 8 of the 10 words. Write a one-page creative piece that incorporates the 8 words you have chosen. Be sure to include context clues that assist the reader to understand the vocabulary used.

Criteria: 
On a separate paper



Name, date, assignment as the heading

One-page creative piece



Use 8 of 10 vocabulary words


Words must be BOLDED or underlined


Use appropriate context clues for each vocabulary word



Use standard English grammar and usage


Must be typed and can be double, 1 ½, or single spaced depending upon length of writing

Unit 15
1. allege (v) The newspaper tabloid alleged that the movie star and the director were having creative differences.

a. to assert with proof

b. to assert without proof

c. to provide hard evidence

2. arrant (adj) In Shakespeare’s tragedy the audience sees clearly that Iago is an arrant scoundrel, but Othello is blind to his treachery.

a. secretive

b. furtive

c. blatant

3. badinage (n) I enjoy the delightful badinage between stars like Spencer Tracey and Katherine Hepburn in 1940s movies.

a. playful conversation

b. hurtful remarks

c. nasty barbs

4. conciliate (v) Because of the weakness of our army, we had to try to conciliate the enemy.

a. to aggravate

b. to win over

c. to provoke

5. countermand (v) Today’s directive clearly countermands all previous instructions on how to exit the building in case of fire.

a. to explain

b. to confirm

c. to cancel

6. echelon (n) Although the civil servant began in the lower echelon of government service, he rose quickly through the ranks.

a. level of grades in an organization

b. a job in the government

c. a servant to the president

7. exacerbate (v) Shouting and name-calling are sure to exacerbate any quarrel.
a. to lessen the conflict

b. to make more severe

c. to alleviate hurt feelings

8. fatuous (adj) In order to discredit the candidate, the columnist quoted some of his more fatuous, self-serving remarks.

a. sensible or logical

b. intelligent or smart

c. stupid or foolish

9. irrefutable (adj) The jury felt the prosecution presented them with irrefutable evidence of the defendant’s guilt, so they voted for the death penalty in the case.

a. impossible to disprove

b. impossible to prove

c. able to be questioned

10. juggernaut (n) Any population that has experienced the juggernaut of war firsthand will not easily forget its destructive power.

a. mild and inconsequential force

b. small and escapable force

c. massive and inescapable force

Synonyms: Choose the word from this unit that is the same or most nearly the same in meaning as the boldface word or expression in the given phrase. Write the word on the line provided.

1. The indisputable evidence 








2. The banter of the morning talk show hosts






3. The egregious corruption of the officials







4. Claimed that a crime had been committed






5. Will aggravate tensions between the rivals 






6. The upper levels of power









7. Tried to placate both sides in the dispute 






8. Revoked the outgoing President’s orders 






9. Crushed by the force of progress 








Antonyms: Choose the word from this unit that is most nearly the opposite in meaning as the boldface word or expression in the given phrase. Write the word on the line provided.

1. Known for his sensible opinions  







Completing the Sentence: From the words for this unit, choose the one that best completes each of the following sentences. Write the word in the space provided.

1. No sooner had the feckless tsar decreed a general mobilization than he 



 his order, only to reissue it a short time later.
2. Though some “home remedies” appear to alleviate the symptoms of a disease, they may in fact

 




the condition.
3. The men now being held in police custody are 



 to have robbed eight supermarkets over the last year.

4. Her friendly manner and disarming smile helped to 




 those who opposed her views on the proposal.

5. The enemy’s lines crumpled before the might 



 of our attack like so much wheat before a harvester.
6. After he made that absurd remark, a 




 grin of self-congratulation spread like syrup across the lumpy pancake of his face.

7. The breaking news story concerned corruption among the highest 



 of politics.
8. “It seems to me that such 



 hypocrisy is indicative of a thoroughly opportunistic approach to running for office,” I said sadly.

9. The seriousness of the matter under discussion left no room for the type of lighthearted

 




encountered in the locker room.
10. At first I thought it would be easy to shoot holes in their case, but I soon realized that their arguments were practically 




.
On Your Own: From the word list, choose 8 of the 10 words. Write a one-page creative piece that incorporates the 8 words you have chosen. Be sure to include context clues that assist the reader to understand the vocabulary used.

Criteria: 
On a separate paper



Name, date, assignment as the heading

One-page creative piece



Use 8 of 10 vocabulary words


Words must be BOLDED or underlined


Use appropriate context clues for each vocabulary word



Use standard English grammar and usage


Must be typed and can be double, 1 ½, or single spaced depending upon length of writing

Unit 16
1. lackadaisical (adj) The team’s performance in the late innings was lackadaisical because they were so far ahead.

a. lacking ability or skill

b. lacking spirit or interest

c. lacking evidence or proof

2. litany (n) Whenever she talks about her childhood, she recites an interminable litany of grievances.

a. a list of duties

b. a short list

c. a long list or a prayer

3. macabre (abj) The continuing popularity of horror movies suggests that one way to score at the box office is to exploit the macabre situations that involve torture and death.

a. exciting and memorable

b. gruesome and horrible

c. sensational and notable

4. paucity (n) The senate campaign was marred by a paucity of original ideas.

a. satisfactory quantity

b. adequate quantity

c. inadequate quantity

5. portend (v) In Shakespeare’s plays, disturbances in the heavens usually portends disaster or trouble in human affairs.

a. to give advanced warning of

b. to ignore the situation

c. to cancel all obligations

6. raze (v) The town razed the old schoolhouse to make room for a larger, more modern school complex.

a. to modernize

b. to build up

c. to tear down

7. recant (v) On the stand, the defendant recanted the guilty admissions she had made in her confession to the police, which made her look like a liar.
a. to reiterate a statement

b. to retract a statement

c. to repeat a statement

8. saturate (v) A sponge that is saturated with water swells up but does not drip.

a. to soak thoroughly

b. to dry up

c. to squeeze out

9. saturnine (adj) Ebenezer Scrooge, the main character of Dickens’s A Christmas Carol, has a decidedly saturnine temperament.

a. shy or fearful disposition

b. happy or joyful disposition

c. gloomy or surly disposition

10. slough (v) At New Years’ time, many people resolve to slough off bad habit and start living better, healthier lives.

a. to gather and keep

b. to cast off or discard

c. to ponder and think

Synonyms: Choose the word from this unit that is the same or most nearly the same in meaning as the boldface word or expression in the given phrase. Write the word on the line provided.

1. Foreshadows dangers to come 







2. An idea that permeates all aspects of society





3. A long rigmarole of questions and answers






4. A listless response from voters







5. Wore a very grotesque mask








6. Slog through the seemingly endless files 






Antonyms: Choose the word from this unit that is most nearly the opposite in meaning as the boldface word or expression in the given phrase. Write the word on the line provided.

1. A growing abundance of cheap labor  






`
2. Given to lighthearted predictions 







3. Has reaffirmed her support of free trade 






4. Constructed a downtown shopping district 






Completing the Sentence: From the words for this unit, choose the one that best completes each of the following sentences. Write the word in the space provided.

1. However much it may cost me, I will never 




 the principles to which I have devoted my life.

2. Ms. Ryan’s warnings to the class to “review thoroughly” seemed to me to 



 an usually difficult examination.
3. The service in honor of the miners trapped in the underground collapse included prayers and

 




.
4. We object to the policy of 




 historic old buildings to make way for unsightly parking lots.

5. You are not going to do well in your job if you continue to work in such a 



 and desultory manner.
6. As a snake 



 off its old skin, so he hoped to rid himself of his weaknesses and develop a new and better personality.

7. My shirt became so 




 with perspiration on that beastly day that I had to change it more than once during the match.
8. “I find it terribly depressing to be around people whose dispositions are so 


 and misanthropic,” I remarked.

9. Only someone with a truly 




 sense of humor would decide to use a hearse as the family car or a coffin as a bed.
10. His four disastrous years in office were marked by a plentitude of promises and a 


 of performance.
On Your Own: From the word list, choose 8 of the 10 words. Write a one-page creative piece that incorporates the 8 words you have chosen. Be sure to include context clues that assist the reader to understand the vocabulary used.
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