Grade 11 – Diagnostic Essay
Name: 









Date: 



Directions: Choose one of the prompts below. You will be given 60 minutes to write a four- or five-paragraph essay that answers the prompt you choose. A rubric for scoring is below.

Remember: Write in standard English, use proper grammar and spelling, follow the format for creating paragraphs, and utilize the format for writing an essay.

Prompts ((check only ONE)

( You are an employee at ABC company which does not currently have a mandatory drug test. However, the company is considering adding one as a condition of continued employment. Write an argument in which you attempt to persuade the company’s owner that he should either support or oppose the addition of a drug test required for all employees. You have approximately 60 minutes in which to write your essay.

( You are a registered voter in Pennsylvania. The current governor of the commonwealth is considering raising the current 6% state sales tax to 7%. He contends that the additional revenue will continue to help fund new construction, road improvement, and education. Write an argument in which you attempt to persuade your fellow citizens (young adults, families, and retirees in PA) that they should support or oppose the increase of a 1% state sales tax. You have approximately 60 minutes in which to write your essay.

( You are the judge for a state where a 16-year-old male committed murder, and he is sentenced as an adult as per the state law. It is up to the judge to decide if the minor (a child under the age of 18) who committed a homicide should have the death penalty or not. Write an argument in which you attempt to persuade the citizens of the state that they should support or oppose the death penalty status. You have approximately 60 minutes in which to write your essay.

Rubric

	Area
	Explanation
	Excellent
	Good
	Fair
	Needs Improvement

	Focus
	Point-of-View

Thesis
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Content
	Critical Thinking

Appropriate examples and or explanations

Counter-argument
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Organization
	Paragraph Structure

Essay Structure
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Conventions
	Punctuation

Capitalization

Grammar

Sentence Structure
	4
	3
	2
	1


Overall Score: ______ 
[4=95%, 3=85%, 2=75%, 1=65%]
