Argumentative Essay – Introduction
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Argumentative (persuasive) essays provide readers with a topic that is debatable. The writer explains the issue and demonstrates strong support for a specific defense of the issue. The support of the thesis is in the form of the author’s words woven in with textual material and research for proof.

According to Purdue OWL, “The argumentative essay is a genre of writing that requires the student to investigate a topic, collect, generate, and evaluate evidence, and establish a position on the topic in a concise manner. The argumentative essay is a genre of writing that requires the student to investigate a topic, collect, generate, and evaluate evidence, and establish a position on the topic in a concise manner.” (Purdue OWL)

(Be sure to merge the quoted, summarized, and paraphrased material with your own words.

(Note that firm statements are made without using first and second person pronouns.

Introductory Paragraph = Lead or Hook, Title of Work and Author’s First and Last Name (if necessary), transitional statements tying the thesis to the work, and Thesis.

Example:

“Everybody is a genius. But if you judge a fish by its ability to climb a tree, it will spend its whole life thinking its stupid.” - Albert Einstein. The sentiment stated by Einstein means that each person has his or her own golden nugget when it comes to intelligence. It is common knowledge that everyone learns differently whether it is visually, hearing or experimenting. People are smart in their own ways, but one may ask himself—where does this knowledge come from? Are humans born with a fixed intelligence or does knowledge advance as humans grow? The concept of intelligence continues to be debated, even as more significance is placed on standardized testing. Therefore, it is important to realize that people develop a sense of intelligence through their social environment, education and making mistakes.
Activity:

1. Analyze the paragraph above into the sections of an introduction and label each part.

a. Lead or Hook

b. Title of Work and author’s first and last name (if a specific piece is being debated)

c. Transition statements tying the thesis to the issue

d. Thesis

2. Explain the author’s view about intelligence.

3. State which three (3) aspects will be the focus of the argument. 

4. Write an introduction for your literary analysis.

Work Cited

"Welcome to the Purdue OWL." Purdue OWL: Essay Writing. The Writing Lab & The OWL at Purdue and 

Purdue University, 2012. Web. 11 Oct. 2012. <http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/685/05/>.

